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Author's Note 



I must ask the public to be tolerant of 
me if I should have quoted any authors 
without giving them full credit. I don't 
hardly think that is possible ; still, as I am 
not familiar with the works of all authors, 
there is a remote possibility that it may be 
the case. 

Another thing I wish to say is that so 
far as I know I am the first one that has 
come out in the open and boldly stated 
that the double standard of morality, and 
regarding sex as impure, is the cause of 
syphilis. But if any one else has ever made 
that statement before me, I am more than 
willing to give them full credit, for my 
only intention in stating it was to make the 
fact known; and if any one discovered it 
ahead of me, so much the better. 
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A Letter to My Readers 

I don't doubt but a lot of people will re- 
sent what I say and, as the saying is there 
is always two sides to a story, they will 
resent my telling the other side to the 
story. 

But the fact is, one side has been em- 
phasized too much; it is already lopsided 
and ready to tumble over, so I am going to 
do my best to help restore the balance. 

I have, for a long time, been discouraged 
and unhappy over the fact that women 
seem to be too timid and lack the spunk to 
state a fact even when they see it. But I 
am going to try and rise above this feminine 
weakness and state facts as I see them, 
even if it hurts me at times and I have to 
trample on inner feminine reticence. And 
I will here quote Ellen Key: "One of the 
conditions that harmony become as perfect 
as possible is that woman, in life as well as 
in literature, shall begin to be more honest, 
and man more eager to listen when woman 
reveals to him something of her own 
nature.'* 

And this is another passage from her 

writings : 

"When women begin to tell the truth 
about themselves will literature universally 
illuminate the still unknown depths of 
womans erotic temperament?'' 

And I am going to do my bit to blaze the 
way for this new era. 
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The BiggMt Liar in the World Is the Man 

or Woman That Emphasizes One 

Thing at the Expense of Another 

In fact, that is the method that has been 
used to confuse people's minds and pre- 
vent them from becoming accurate think- 
ers. Religion, with its emphasis on faith 
at the expense of reason, and sacrifice at 
the expense of justice, and the law of cus- 
tom and its emphasizing of woman's duty 
to sacrifice herself at the expense of her 
rights to herself — ^this despicable and cun- 
ning emphasis of one set of qualities at the 
expense of other qualities leads to mental 
confusion, which makes straight and accur- 
ate thinking an impossibility. 

What I want to draw your attention to 
is this: When some qualities have been 
pushed in the background too long they 
need to be over-emphasized to bring them 
back to an even level with those qualities 
over-emphasized in the past and thereby 
restore the lost balance between the two. 
And that is one of my reasons for writing 
this book. 
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II 
A Warning to Women 

Just a word of warning to women who 
are rejoicing over their victories : Let them 
remember that '^eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty." And don't let women 
think that because they have won so many 
victories they can afford to slacken their 
vigilance. 

If you look through the past centuries 
and see the forces that have time and again 
arrayed themselves against women's free- 
dom, it should stand as an eternal warning 
to woman that "eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty." 

The freedom that women enjoyed in an- 
cient Egypt, Greece^ and Rome^was swept 
away by the advent of Christianity, which 
burnt women as witches if they attempted 
to emancipate themselves. With the re- 
vival of mterest in Pagan learning, and the 
Renaissance, women again succeeded in 
securing a large amount of freedom, when 
that archangel of women's freedom — Mar- 
tin Luther — with his stirring up of religious 
strife and revival of witch burning, again 
plunged women back into submission. 
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Then women's freedom lay dormant till 
the modern revival of women's rights, when 
women again succeeded in winning marvel- 
ous victories in freedom. But don't let her 
rest on her laurels. There is already sin- 
ister signs that forces are gathering to de- 
stroy her liberty under disguised and dan- 
gerous methods. I am now referring to the 
modem Ku Klux Klan. In its slogan of 
"Sanctity of the home and chastity of 
women," there lurks a sinister meaning. 

What do they mean by chastity for 
women? Women no longer need the Ku 
Klux Klan or any other body of conspira- 
tors to enforce her chastity. When women 
is chaste it will be from her own free will 
and not by compulsion. So, women, arouse 
yourselves and keep your eyes open for 
wolves in sheep's clothing and work hard 
while the day is yet here, that when night 
comes it shall not find you unprepared and 
thieves break in and steal that which so 
many noble men and women have labored 
for — our freedom! Not only because it 
brings our own labors to naught do we prize 
our liberty, but in the name of all the other 
fighters for liberty that fought before we 
were bom that we might be free ! 

So, in the name of all the martyrs for lib- 
erty, I say to you women, don't forget that 
"etemal vigilance is the price of liberty." 
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'The Kingdmn of God Is Within You" 

The first psychoanalyst was the first man 
who looked inward instead of outward for 
truth. 

During the pagan civilization there were 
many such, and during the early Christian 
era there were a few, but they were all 
burned as heretics, of which Bruno is an 
outstanding example. 

The inconsistent part of Christianity is 
that, regardless of the fact that Christ said 
"The kingdom of God is within you/' they 
went absolutely contrary to this teaching 
in their doctrines. Christianity built an 
outside artificial ideal to which humanity 
was supposed to conform. This outside 
ideal was a dull, melancholy thing that 
wafted its breath of death over everything 
that was natural. This outside ideal laid 
even a heavier hand on woman than it did 
on man. 

Henrik Ibsen was the first outstanding 
figure that looked inward for the truth 
about women. He was the first one that 
dared to open the door and peer into this 
forbidden mystery — woman's original 
nature. 
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Ibsen was a portrayer of souls, and he 
specialized in women's souls. To Ibsen, 
outside ideals were dead things; he was 
only interested in living inner laws. And 
that is how Genius proves he is a genius. 

A genius is always interested in inner 
laws, because inner laws are created by 
God and are eternally vibrating life, while 
outer ideal are made by men and are only 
temporary. 
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IV 

Psychoanalysis 

With the advent of psychoanalysis peo- 
ple began to look inward for truth instead 
of outward. And in scrutinizing woman 
with this new method they were astonished 
to find how much different she was to what 
they had been led to believe. 

All the new writers, when they write 
about women, try to penetrate a little 
deeper into the original nature of woman. 
And those writers who exercise the most 
charm and fascination are the ones who 
have succeeded in getting the nearest to 
her original source. 

Among all the writers of women that 
have the new vision the one that has the 
most penetrating insight into the soul and 
heart of woman is Ellen Key. 

In her sympathetic insight into the na- 
ture of woman, and her artistic ability in 
expressing it, she stands without a peer. 
When it comes to arguing the point of a 
woman's right to a definite personality, no 
one has been able to compare with Ellen 
Key in being convincing. Her delicate, 
penetrating insight is almost uncanny in 
the way she expresses herself. For in- 
stance, listen to this passage from "The 
Evolution of Love" : 
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''Only a man whom she feels to possess 
an artist joy in her and who shows this joy 
in discreet and delicate contact with her 
soul as with her body, she will belong only 
to the man who longs for her always, even 
when he holds her in his arms. And when 
such a woman exclaims, 'You desire me, 
but you cannot caress, you cannot listen/ 
then that man is doomed." 

The old-fashioned idea was that woman 
was made solely to please. That she also 
had a right to be pleased never entered 
their minds. That which makes Ellen Key 
excel in originality is the emphasis she lays 
on a woman's right in the love game ; that 
woman is not solely an instrument to please 
— >-but also a being to be pleased. 
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Woman and Motherhood 

Ellen Key has said something to the ef- 
fect that a woman that devotes her life to 
a career must not think she has a right to 
the same measure of respect from society 
that a woman that devotes her life to bear- 
ing children has. 

On this point I disagree with Ellen Key, 
and I will explain why. 

Ellen Key must arrive at this conclusion 
from the standpoint that it is the most 
necessary function a woman can perform 
for humanity. But if we are to argue it 
from this standpoint, then the plumber 
would be greater than the scientist, because 
the plumber is more immediately necessary 
than the scientist. The scientist is more re- 
motely necessary to the race ; the plumber 
is more immediately necessary to the race. 

I object to this viewpoint on the ground 
that it is unjust to woman. I will explain 
it in this way : 

Child bearing is entirely a material func- 
tion. When we compel a woman to look 
for her greatest distinction on the material 
plane we deny her the opportunity of full 
mental expansion to the same extent that 
man has, for we consider a man's achieve- 
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ments on a mental plane of a higher order 
than his achievements on a material plane. 
The idea that the woman who bears the 
most children is the greatest woman, be- 
longs side by side with the viewpoint that 
the greatest man is the man who has the 
biggest muscles, and that is the prize- 
fighter. 

In barbaric times the greatest man was 
the greatest fighter, and the greatest 
woman was the greatest child bearer. 

We no longer regard the prizefighter as 
the greatest and worthiest example of man ; 
we have permitted man to progress from 
material distinction to mental distinction, 
but we deny woman this progress. We ex- 
pect her to stand in exactly the same place 
she did in the childhood of the race. The 
women of the savage races have the most 
children, and if we go into the animal king- 
dom their offspring is even more numerous. 
But to compel a woman of today to hold the 
same viewpoint as the savage woman is 
to deny her progress. 

That is the sole reason why women in 
the past did not achieve any mental dis- 
tinction. 

Because they always held before her the 
idea that child bearing was her only field 
for distinction, she centered all her atten- 
tion on this material function, and her men- 
tality became flabby. When your atten- 
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tion is centered on a certain thing it fur- 
rows a path for your energy to follow. 

When woman centers all her attention 
on the material function of child bearing 
and none on mental distinction her mental- 
ity naturally becomes flabby. 

If we compel woman to look for her 
greatest distinction on a material plane she 
can never hope to become man's mental 
equal. 

There is a certain writer who, in one of 
our daily newspapers, is very fond of hand- 
ing women this little cheap flattery — ^that 
woman is the creator of the child. 

Intelligent women can't afford to over- 
look the fact that this statement is not en- 
tirely correct. The child is created through 
her, not by her. She is no more the creator 
of the child than the father is. 

Intelligent women of the future will want 
facts, not flattery. It may be a little pain- 
ful to adjust ourselves to this new point of 
view at first, but we always outgrow grow- 
ing pains, and when we have outgrown 
these growing pains I think we will be both 
amazed and pleased over the result. 
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VI 



Are a Large Number of Single Women 
Dangerous to Society? 

For the benefit of those who may not 
know the reason why there is so much 
worry about the surplus women, while sur- 
plus men seem to go unnoticed, I will make 
this remark: 

When the sexes are near equal in num- 
ber they fian always stigmatize the women 
who, for various reasons, remained single 
as **old maid." 

Now, "old maid" always was an invita- 
tion to ridicule. But now, when the sur- 
plus women have reached big proportions, 
they don't dare stigmatize them with any 
nicknames that invities ridicule for fear the 
injustice would become too glaring and 
lead to revolt, in face of the fact that the 
door of marriage is closed to so many of 
them through no fault of their own. 

Not so very many years back there were 
only three paths open to women : Old maid, 
prostitute, or marriage. 

If she remained single, whether through 
her own fault or not, she was stigmatized 
"old maid^' and became an invitation for 
ridicule. If she chose a single life on the 
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same terms that a man did, with free and 
easy morals, she became an outcast. The 
third path was marriage. 

Now, under those conditions it is no won- 
der woman became a husband hunter. But 
at the present women outnumber men in 
too large numbers to use this method. They 
are afraid woman may demand to live a 
single life on the same terms as men do; 
that is, a life of free and easy morals, and 
no one to answer to but herself. 

So when they worry about the surplus 
women it is because they are afraid she 
will disturb and wreck their code of morals. 
It is not that they feel sorry for the surplus 
women, bear that in mind. 
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VII 

Psychic Factors in l^rphilis 

When I read how women are railroaded 
to jails and reformatories for immorality » 
while their male co-partners go free, my 
blood boils with, yes, righteous indignation. 
And I am proud my blood is red enough to 
boil with indignation over such a glaring 
injustice. 

The women sent to jail and the men go 
free for one and the same deed. 

Think of it! Have you blood in your 
veins or only water? Have you a sense of 
justice, or is it only an imitation? Do you 
know why this is done — ^you cowards who 
permit it? I will tell you why. 

It is done to keep alive the sense of sin 
in women. If they did not railroad her to 
jail she might forget it was a sin to love 
without the sanction of society. You see, 
God never told her anything about it. It 
was society that said matrimony is holy, but 
sex desire is lust. Matrimony that man 
made is holy, but sex desire that God made 
is lust. 

Now I am going to tell you a secret. Do 
you know what the penalty for that injus- 
tice is? That penalty is syphilis. Syphilis 
is the just penalty humanity has to pay for 
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the outrageous injustice of legalizing pros- 
titution and ostracizing the prostitute. 

Immorality is only partly responsible for 
syphilis. 

I know prejudiced minds will deny it. 
Prejudiced minds are never interested in 
what is true, only in what they want to be 
true. And^ as sure as I am writing this 
article and you are reading it, the time will 
come when what I say will be proven to be 
true. 

There is plenty of evidence to prove what 
I say is true« One evidence is that it is in 
Christian countries where the double stand- 
ard is always the most rigid is where syph- 
ilis has raged the most mercilessly. Another 
evidence is that in ancient Greece and other 
pagan civilization, although immorality 
was the rule, there was no syphilis among 
them. 

Now a mind that is not prejudiced would 
say, how interesting ; I am going to investi- 
gate this matter and find out if it really is 
so; and if it really is so, then why was it 
that the pagan people, though commonly 
immoral, were free from this scourge that 
is such a curse to our Christian civilization 7 

But a prejudiced mind is not at all in- 
terested in what is true, but only in what 
it wants to seem true. Instead of a healthy 
curiosity and a desire to investigate, it sets 
itself against ansrthing that seems detri- 
mental to what it has been taught was true. 
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I am not satisfied with a mere statement 
''that it must have existed." I don't take 
anything for granted, I want it proven. I 
have not substituted faith for reason, and 
therefore not satisfied with some sloppy 
statement that you must take it for granted 
it must have existed there. If it can't be 
proven, then I am within my rights when 
I say that syphilis did not exist in Greece. 

And the reason it did not exist was that 
the Greeks regarded the sex relation, 
whether inside or outside of marriage, as 
holy and pure, and because they did not 
commit the outrageous injustice of pro- 
claiming prostitution a necessity and next 
branding the prostitute as an outcast. 

But what I want to draw your attention 
to is the fact that the pagans did not look 
upon sex as sinful, but^ on the contrary, 
they idealized it. That is why, to a pagan, 
it was not sinful to be immoral, because he 
did not look upon it as a sin. 'Tor as a man 
thinketh so is he." 

But among the Christians the idea was 
implanted in their minds that sex was im- 
pure, yet they were allowed to indulge in 
that impurity. Now a contradiction of that 
kind must necessarily lead to great con- 
fusion in the human mind. 

When a Christian has intercourse with a 
woman the thought is with him that it is 
impure. That impure thought makes the 
act really impure, and to that impure cause 
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there consequently will be an impure effect^ 
and that impure effect is syphilis. 

When you stop to think how^ in the Mid- 
dle Ages, Church and State, after first pro- 
claiming it sinful, put their stamp of ap- 
proval on it by legalizing brothels and 
houses of prostitution where men could in- 
dulge in that sin to their hearts' content, 
and» to put a fitting climax to their un- 
speakable hypocrisy and rottenness, pro- 
claiming it a necessary evil. 

Next they branded the miserable woman 
victim as an outcast. Think of the minds of 
those men when they visited these places. 
Not alone was sex impure, but their co- 
partners in the act were vile outcasts. 

The co-partners of the pagans in their 
amours were never despised, but^. on the 
contrary, they were respected and admired. 
They were cultured and accomplished. 
When a pagan indulged in amours his mind 
was filled with joy in her beauty and ad- 
miration of her culture. 

Compare that with the Christian. When 
he visited his brothels of prostitution he 
thought that sex was impure; that his co- 
partner was a vile outcast, not worthy of 
respect, though sanctioned by Church and 
State. Can you imagine the confusion and 
impurity in that man's mind? 

Sin sanctioned by Church and State. He 
was not to suffer for his sin, but his weaker 
and more helpless co-partner was to be 
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despised as an outcast. . Some justice that! 
First proclaiming a thing a sin. Next legal- 
izing it by Church and State. Next con- 
demn and ostracize the victim whom they 
said it was legal to make use of in their sin. 

To the pagans sex was pure and beau- 
tiful; for their woman co-partner in the 
sexual act they had respect and apprecia- 
tion. 

Christianity looks upon sex as impure 
and sinful. Next they legalized brothels 
where they could indulge in that sin. Next 
they branded the victim they found neces- 
sary to their sin as an outcast. 

You can compare the two ways of look- 
ing at the sex question and judge for your- 
self which you think is the most just. To a 
thinking mind it doesn't seem strange that 
syphilis has raged so mercilessly in Chris- 
tendom, but was unknown in pagan Greece. 

You are entitled to your opinion in this 
matter, but my opinion is that syphilis is 
the just penalty humanity has to pay for 
the outrageous injustice of legalizing pros- 
titution, but ostracizing the prostitute, and 
for regarding sex as sinful, but legalizing 
the sin. 

Another evidence is that in Japan, where 
the courtesan occupies exactly the same 
place of esteem that the Greek courtesan 
did, they have been unable to find any 
traces of syphilis. W. Sanger says in his 
book, "History of Prostitution" : 
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''We have been unable to find any infor- 
mation as to the nature or extent of ve- 
nereal diseases, if any, in Japan." 

Mr. Sanger says of the immoral woman 
of Japan : 

''Courtesans form part of a pleasure 
party. Parents sell their children to 
brothel keepers, or apprentice them for a 
time to such places, and at the expiration 
of their term they resume their places in 
society without any stain on their reputa- 
tions. 

"The poor people sell their prettiest 
daughters to the brothel keepers, who bring 
the girls up with various accomplishments. 
Many of the prostitutes are able to aban- 
don their calling, for their good education 
and agreeable manners procure them hus- 
bands, and in their married condition they 
are just as good as others.'' 

Another evidence is that in most savage 
countries, before any Christian code of 
morals had been introduced, although im- 
morality was common, there was no syph- 
ilis. Mr. Sanger also says: "Syphilis was 
introduced into the Sandwich Islands by 
the Cook's expedition." He also says the 
Sandwich Islanders owe their moral code 
to the missionaries. 

When Mr. Sanger describes many of the 
savage countries he omits to mention 
whether there was any venereal diseases 
there or not. I think I am entitled to think 
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he did not find any. But after describing 
the venereal diseases in the Christian coun- 
tries, if he should admit there was not any 
in the savage countries, where there was no 
double standard of morality, he was afraid 
the evidence would become too glaring in 
favor of what I say, I think if Mr. Sanger 
had published the plain, unprejudiced facts 
about venereal diseases in the savage coun- 
tries it would give support to my claims. 
I am sorry to say I don't think Mr. Sanger's 
mind is above prejudice. I will quote this 
passage from his "History of Prostitution" : 

"Some recent writers affect to doubt the 
benefit of the missionaries' labor among the 
islands. Who, they say, have been diverted 
from their innocent habits of life, the purity 
of their morals and the vigor of their con- 
stitutions have been sapped by their contact 
with Europeans and Americans. We reject 
these conclusions as savoring too strongly of 
party prejudice and class antipathies." 

When Mr. Sanger says he rejects these 
conclusions as savoring too much of party 
prejudice, on exactly the same terms do I 
reject his statement that the tendency of 
the gospel is always to purify and elevate 
savage tribes. Mr. Sanger's statement 
savors very strongly of Christian prejudice. 

In another passage Mr. Sanger says : "It 
is a mere absurdity to assert that prostitu- 
tion can ever be eradicated. Strenuous and 
well-directed efforts for that purpose have 
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been made at different times. The whole 
power of the Church, where it possessed 
not merely a spiritual power but an actual 
secular arm, has been in vain directed 
against it/' 

I agree with Mr. Sanger to the extent 
that it cannot be abolished under a system 
where a man has to spend the best years of 
his life laying up enough property to sup- 
port a wife and family. 

But prostitution could be abolished where 
the struggle to make a living would not be 
so keen^and he could afford early marriage. 

The ideal system to do away with pros- 
titution would be a system where marriage 
was easy to get into, and easy to get out of. 
And where love is held in higher esteem 
than marriage. 

To quote Ellen Key: "Where marriage 
without love is immoral, and love without 
marriage is moral." 

There cannot be a perfect adjustment 
between the sexes till God's law is held in 
higher esteem than man's law. 

Love and sex is God's law; marriage is 
man's law. I will conclude this article with 
Walt Whitman's wonderful stanza: 

"Through me forbidden voices. 
Voices of sexes and lusts, 
Voices veil'd, and I remove the veil, 
Voices indecent by me clarified and trans- 
figur'd." 
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vra 

Adjustment Between the Sexes 

There is no other problem that is quite 
so complicated and requires such delicate 
handling as the problem of the right ad- 
justment between the sexes. One sex 
would go from rights to privileges and 
make the other sex suffer, or vice versa; 
and the right adjustment between the sexes 
has been the despair of many thinking 
minds in the past. They have tried to solve 
it by making the woman economically de- 
pendent on the man, while she tended to 
household duties and bore and reared the 
children. 

At first glance this seems to be quite a 
well-balanced arrangement ; in fact, it was 
a well-balanced arrangement but for one 
thing, and that is that man took advantage 
of her dependence to make laws entirely 
in their own favor. They never considered 
what woman really was, but only what they 
wanted woman to be. 

This went so far that after awhile even 
woman, when she consulted herself, did 
not ask what she really was, but what did 
man want her to be. Her vision had been 
distorted by being forced into a certain di- 
rection by outside pressure. Walt Whitman 
says, ''Where outside authority enters al- 
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ways after the precedence of inside author* 
ity, there the great city stands/' It is the 
same with a human being. Where outside 
authority enters always after the prece* 
dence of inside authority, there the great 
human being stands. 

Inside authority is the authority of God. 
"The kingdom of God is within you." When 
woman was denied this inside authority, 
but had to rely entirely on outside author* 
ity, her inside authority became weak from 
non-use and she became a weak and flabby 
personality. In her weakened; condition 
she became an easy prey to priest and law- 
makers, who distorted her vision entirely to 
their own advantage. So we have seen the 
dangers of being dependent on a human 
being that is not perfect. 

What is the next best thing to do to ar- 
rive at a just arrangement between the 
sexes? There are some people who say a 
woman should go out and earn her own 
living and contribute half to family ex- 
penses. 

Whatever else that; arrangement would 
be it would not be a just arrangement.for it 
is not just that a woman should assum'e half 
the responsibilities in supporting a family, 
and at the same time bear and raise the 
family. As the burden of child bearing 
falls more heavily on a woman's shoulders, 
the burden of supporting a family ought to 
fall more heavily on a man's shoulders. 
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Then, again, you will hear some people 
say, "What of it? Even if it is not a fair 
adjustment, if it is a thing that works, what 
more do you want?*' People who express 
themselves in this way are always more or 
less crude, and have not arrived at these 
finer discriminations that come to a more 
highly evolved people who find it is impos- 
sible to respect any one who infringes on 
their rights. And as it is impossible to love 
any one you don't respect, all harmony is 
lost, and with it happiness. 

Well, now the question is, how is this 
perfect adjustment between the sexes to 
be reached? Well, in the first place, to 
make that possible the children must be 
educated right. And the Montessori sys- 
tem is the only method of education that 
would make perfect adjustment possible. 
Under the Montessori system repression is 
never* resorted to, but the unfoldment of 
the child's entire nature is their aim, and 
is the only thing that will make the child 
grow into the image of God. For God has 
written His laws in the child's heart and 
soul, and is that inner authority that Walt 
Whitman speaks of and which doesn't need 
suppression, but unfoldment. 

Now, when children are educated under 
the Montessori system, and they grow up 
to manhood and womanhood, they will 
begin to seek expression in various ways 
unknown to childhood, and one of the ex- 
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pressions is the adjustment of the sexes. 

Now there are various temperaments in 
each sex; all women are not of the same 
temperament, and all men are not of the 
same temperament. To make it possible 
for all temperaments to be true to them- 
selves, to quote Shakespeare, 'To thine 
own self be true, for it follows, as day fol- 
lows night, that if you are true to yourself 
you cannot be false to any man.^' 

To make it possible for these various 
temperaments to be true to themselves 
there must be small group States, of which 
people of like temperaments should become 
citizens. Those groups could all have dif- 
ferent moral standards; there should be 
much social intercourse between groups, 
and if some people became dissatisfied with 
one group they could become citizens of 
other groups. Same as in a college, you 
graduate from one class into another class. 
You would graduate from one group into 
another, according to your taste and inclina- 
tion. And as change is a law of nature, 
this would be in harmony with nature and 
evolution and would do away with this 
great evil which humanity has suffered so 
much. I refer to ideas and ideals that have 
outgrown their usefulness, become stagnant 
and turn into dogmas and is the cause of 
revolutions and bloodshed, for as evolution 
and change is the law of nature, if one idea 
becomes stagnant in people's minds, nature 
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will not be halted and therefore leads to 
revolutions. 

Now, under a system of small group 
States no ideas would become stagnant, for 
as each group had different ideals, but in- 
termingled socially, and one group set a 
superior example to the other group, and 
could graduate into other groups, accord- 
ing to inclination, stagnation would become 
impossible, and not only would man be 
true to himself, but he would be true to 
nature and the laws of God. 

Now to get back to the adjustment of the 
sexes. As they grew up to manhood and 
womanhood they would choose the group 
their temperaments were most suited to. 
If a man or woman felt they liked the old 
order of the man supporting the wife and 
she to stay home and take care of the fam- 
ily, very well and good. If another would 
like to pursue a career after marriage, that 
is also good. 

Join the group that is the most suited to 
your ideals, on one condition— 4hat you 

i)ermit all others also to be true to their 
deals. If some would like to get married, 
but feel they cannot afford to raise a fam- 
ily, the State would take care of the chil- 
dren. If they at any time wanted the chil- 
dren they would be welcome to take them. 

Those who believed in marriage for life 
could be suited, and those who believed in 
easy divorces could be suited. But I think 
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there should always be a written agreement 
between all people who live together to 
establish parentage. 

One word to the woman who believes in 
pursuing a career and at the same time 
raise a family. If she is at all particular in 
being just to herself she should demand 
compensation from the State for bearing 
children, otherwise the father of her chil- 
dren would naturally have a great advan- 
tage over her in the race of life. As he 
doesn't bear children, he could give all his 
time to his career, while her time is taken 
up bearing children. If she doesn't demand 
compensation from the State for bearing 
children, equality between her and her hus- 
band is out of the question. 

It is no virtue to bear more than your 
share of the burdens, because if you carry 
more than your share, some one else is not 
carrying their full share, and without an 
equal distribution of burdens perfect ad- 
justment is impossible. 

As Ellen Key has so ably put it, ''No one 
who passively endures an injustice to him- 
self has the material in him to struggle for 
the rights of others. The one who patiently 
forbears, becomes an accessory to the in- 
justice done to others. He who resists the 
injustice he himself meets can open up the 
way to a higher right for others.'' Such 
pathfinders were the first apostles of the 
emancipation of women. 
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Women must learn to turn a liability into 
an asset. That particular thing which 
makes equality between man and woman 
on a common ground an impossibility is the 
fact that she is a child bearer and he is not. 

One thing more before I close. Because 
nature has made woman weaker than man, 
he owes her special consideration. Man 
must not think because the professions are 
open to her, and she has the vote, he can be 
less considerate. There is still one thing 
left that makes him her debtor, and that is 
that she was willing to suffer to give him 
birth. 

And the only way to pay this debt is to 
be considerate of her, in all things where 
she is weaker than he. There are some 
women who always insist upon doing more 
than their share. The creed of sacrifice 
and self-renunciation has been dinned into 
their ears so long they can think of nothing 
else. But these women do more harm than 
good. When they don't permit a man to 
pay his debt to them they make it impos- 
sible for him to reach a psychic equilibrium, 
because nature is severe with those who 
don't pay their debts. 

And, another thing, a man feels humili- 
ated when he is not permitted to pay this 
debt. 

I think I am right when I say that there 
is nothing that quite so wounds a man as to 
feel that he is not necessary to woman. 
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Never is a man so handsome and manly as 
when he is courteous to a woman, and never 
is a woman so womanly as when she re- 
ceives that courtesy with firrace. 

A man that has not the protective spirit 
to women is not a complete man, and a 
woman that doesn't miss that protective 
spirit when it is not there is not a complete 
woman. I am not speaking; here of the 
very ignorant and therefore cruder peo- 
ple, although this feeling would be latent 
in them, it wouldn't have to come to the 
surface enough for them to recognize it. 
That's why cruder people often jar the 
sensibilities of more refined people with 
their utter disregard of the psychic factors 
in the relationship between the sexes. 

But a man that is higher evolved can't 
afford to overlook psychic factors without 
injury to himself. For what you are con- 
scious of you will be held responsible for, 
and, as I said before, nature is a stem 
judge against those who transgress against 
her. He cannot afford to overlook these 
things without injuring himself. 
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IX 

Woman 



How thoroughly a woman's faults and 
weakness* has been threshed out by the 
masculine pen. 

From censure to ridicule and any other 
mode of expression they would go the 
limit in exposing to the world her short- 
comings, like C. H. A. Bjerregard says in 
his great book, "The Eternally Feminine." 
He says of Nature: "She lets every child 
tinker upon her, every fool pass judgment 
upon her. Every woman who has ever real- 
ized herself as a representative and expres- 
sion of the eternally feminine knows how 
true this last sentence is, even in her indi- 
vidual case.'' 

To mention some of our past writers, 
there is Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and 
Strindberg, who certainly did not spare the 
pen in laying a woman's faults bare, and 
countless other writers, though not so 
broad, have that habit of handing a woman 
what first seems to be a compliment, but 
upon analysis turn out to be an insult; that 
is the most common method used by less 
sincere writers. 
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This method of clothing an insult in a 
compliment is a very common one, and is 
even used by the newspapers of the day» 
but you have to be very keen to detect it. 

Now, if woman should take up the pen 
and use it as liberally in exposing a man's 
faults and shortcomings as he has hers, I 
don't think he would take it so good-natur- 
edly, though women would be perfectly 
justified in doing it. 
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Woman's Pride 

The hour of a woman's pride has struck. 
You see, a woman was not supposed to 
have such a thing as pride. If you wanted 
something to heap ridicule upon, why, find 
a woman — it was perfectly safe. She never 
seemed to resent it, she had got so used to 
ridicule she took no notice of it. But there 
are signs that woman is rising from her bed 
of insults and demands to be recognized 
for what she does and not for what she re- 
frains from doing. 

That particular quality in woman which 
has suffered the most at the hands of so- 
ciety is her pride. The way society has 
distorted and misused that flower of her 
personality is appalling. 

Whenever she was permtited any pride 
at all it was always in a distorted and dis- 
guised way that did not bear hardly any 
resemblance to her original pride. For in- 
stance, a woman was taught to be too 
proud to do an3rthing that would diminish 
her value as a creature of utility, but she 
was not permitted to have any pride in re- 
gard to her own rights that concerned only 
herself. 

''Masculine pride,'' how often you hear 
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that expression, but how seldom you hear 
ansrthing about feminine pride. 

I think one of the reasons why women's 

{)ride has been so distorted is because so 
ong as woman was a proud being she 
couldn't be made to swallow all the insults 
and lend herself to all the dirty purposes 
they meant to use her for ; so, consequently, 
if a woman's pride couldn't be destroyed it 
at least had to be distorted. 

Many methods was used in this process. 
One was that woman was the cause of the 
first sin, and consequently had to put up 
with a lot of insults, down through the 
ages. Many methods have been employed, 
till today women have got so used to being 
insulted that not alone does she swallow 
the insults — she gets fat on them. 

The marriage institution has also played 
its part in humiliating woman and distort- 
ing her pride. This may come as a shock 
to a lot of people who have great confi- 
dence in the marriage institution. . A mar- 
riage contract between two people who love 
each other and wish to remain together is 
in no way humiliating to woman, but the 
marriage institution of the past, especially 
dating from the beginning of the Christian 
era, has been decidedly injurious to wom- 
an's pride. The economic condition in so- 
ciety also played a large part in humiliat- 
ing woman. 

In nature woman is an independent, spon- 
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taneous creature, the same as all other 
beings in nature ; she lives true to her in- 
stinct and original nature. The male seeks 
her and she responds in the original fem- 
inine way, which is a coquettish resistance. 
She doesn't permit slights or injuries to her 
nature, because she is independent. She 
doesn't owe him anjrthing, their needs are 
mutual. 

Now, under the marriage institution, as 
it has been conducted in the past, woman 
was taken from this independent state and 
placed in a position of property. Because 
man became her provider and, in a sense, 
her owner, consequently he made demands 
upon her. 

One of the first demands was chastity. 
She belonged to him and could give herself 
to no one else. Of course, chastity in him- 
self was quite a different matter. He con- 
sulted himself, decided on unchastity and 
didn't have to answer to any one but him- 
self. 

Now woman, undoubtedly, in the begin- 
ning suffered intensely under this arrange- 
ment, bat who cared? There was no way 
out. She had to swallow her pride and get 
used to it. After a woman had swallowed 
her pride long enough she began to think 
she did not have any; that God had left 
that particular thing out of her makeup. 

There are budding signs today that 
woman is recovering her pride, and not 
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until woman fully recovers her pride will 
it be known what woman really is. To 
quote iEllen Key: ^'She will seek support 
not in social conventions but in the laws of 
her own being and be a thoroughly edu- 
cated creature of culture and an original, 
spontaneous nature/' 
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XI 

Proud Wild Rom 

That marriage is a man-made invention 
is proved by the fact that at the time mar- 
riage originated man was sole ruler and 
lawmaker. Woman had nothing to do 
about it. Under the institution of marriage 
woman is placed in a position as if mar- 
riage is more important to her than it is 
to man. 

Under the marriage institution woman 
was deprived of her independence. So 
instead of the haughty coquette and inde- 

Eendent creature that nature meant her to 
e, she was reduced to a cringing, spine- 
less, humble creature, who seems to think 
her only realm is self-sacrifice and self- 
denial. 

How was woman cornered and con- 
quered and reduced to the position she has 
held in past history? By rulers and law- 
makers, and laws are backed by force. 
Laws became traditions, and after awhile 
people think man-made laws are God's 
laws. 

Now, in the past, dating from the fall of 
the Roman Empire, woman had four posi- 
tions open to her — ^marriage, nun, spinster 
or prostitution. Now, to most women, to 
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be a nun is nothing inviting. Spinster or 
"old maid'' was a title subtly calculated to 
keep woman from remaining single for no 
other reason but that they so desired. 
"Spinster" was an invitation to ridicule. 
The fourth was prostitution. Now a pros- 
titute was an outcast. 

So you see it is no wonder that woman 
centered all her ambition on marriage. And 
that the saying, "Love is to a woman her 
whole existence, it is to man but a thing 
apart/' it is not so much a natural state 
as an acquired state. How could it be 
otherwise but her whole existence when no 
other existence was open to her, and a man 
had, besides his love, the whole world to 
choose from? 

So I will say to those who think woman 
narrow-minded, the fault is not all her own. 
But give her a different environment, with 
less restraint, and she will grow into a 
beautiful wild rose that loves to be cap- 
tur^nd be a true mate to the man of her 
choice. 
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xn 

The Doable Standard 

The preposterousness of the '^double 
standard'' of morals becomes evident when 
we stop to think that a man cannot be im- 
moral unless a woman commits the same 
deed. He cannot do the immoral act alone. 
If he could commit the immoral act alone, 
and no woman involved, there might be 
some excuse for a double standard. But 
so long as he needs a woman co-partner, 
how can we blame the one and excuse the 
other and call ourselves just? For it is 
the disgracing the woman and excusing the 
man that makes the double standard. 

If we treated the woman the same as we 
do the n^an there would be no double stand- 
ard of morals. 

But I ask this question : How can we be 
just and excuse the one and blame the other 
for one and the same deed? 

Isn't justice more to be considered than 
the ^'double standard of morality''? Can 
ansrthing that isn't just be right? 
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XIII 

Why Do Men Seldom Respect Their 

MistreMes? 

Well, there is more than one reason, and 
one of the reasons is that Nature always 
has a reason for everjrthing she does. And 
when Nature made man stronger than 
woman, yet laid a heavier burden in repro- 
duction on woman than on man, she meant 
that man should pay up in some other way 
the deficiency. And Nature knows just 
how to deal with any one who don't play 
the game fair. And when a man refuses 
to be a man. Nature unmans him. 

Now, when woman gives herself to a 
man unconditionally, man instinctively 
feels that his manhood will be injured ; so, 
in self-defense, he will react in this way: 
that he will lose all respect and sometimes 
even hate a woman that has thus cheapened 
herself by giving herself without demand- 
ing the price Nature has set upon her. 

Society made the price marriage, but 
marriage, the same as everything else in 
society, is only artificial value and not the 
genuine article. 

This price can be paid outside of mar- 
riage by special consideration and protec- 
tion where she is weaker than man, and a 
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woman that doesn't demand this special 
consideration cheapens herself both to him 
and to herself. 

In fact, a woman that doesn't demand 
that man pay the price that Nature set 
upon her deserves all the disrespect and 
contempt that can be heaped upon her, for 
through sloth and indifference she is trying 
to bring to naught a natural law. 

A mediocre man will think the reason he 
doesn't respect his mistress is because she 
gave herself to him outside of marriage. 
But the real reason is rooted much deeper 
than that, and is the means Nature uses to 
compel him to live up to his responsibilities 
and be true to his manhood. And a man 
who is unbiased and a clear thinker knows 
that before a man has a right to live with 
a woman outside of marriage he must be 
— ^not beneath — ^but above society. 
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XIV 
In the Dim Past 

'Way in the dim past men savages fought 
for their mates, and fought to keep them. 
After awhile men became tired of this 
senseless struggle and agreed among them- 
selves to let each man have his own wife 
and let the other man's wife alone. Hence, 
they made laws among themselves to that 
effect, and marriage originated. 

For a long time this was a big improve- 
ment on the old order of things, as man no 
longer had to fight for his mate, and woman 
gained a provider and protector. But as 
society evolved and became more compli- 
cated this new arrangement also became 
more complicated. 

Woman, who in her free, wild state, with 
plenty of lovers to choose from, could af- 
ford to be independent and haughty. But 
the supported woman had now become a 
tradition and., all avenues of occupation 
closed to her, she had to always have her 
eyes open for a provider. So instead of 
the proud, wild rose that would have been, 
we have the calculating vampire, with one 
eye on woman as a possible rival and the 
other eye on man as a possible catch. 
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XV 

Husband Hunters 

Men and man-made society always makes 
much of the fact that a man can always 
get a wife. But if he looked a little deeper 
he wouldn't take it to be such a compli- 
ment, for in marriage women have, anyway, 
up till quite recently, not so much sought a 
mate as to get a provider and to escape the 
nickname of "old maid." 

Now to be sought as a mate is both com- 
plimentary and exhilarating, but in a so- 
ciety that compels a woman to throw her- 
self into a man's arms against her will to 
get a provider or to escape nicknames, then 
that compliment is shot full of holes. 

So you see^Biis much-boasted of thing 
that a man can always get a wife is re« 
duced to brass tacks ; there is nothing com- 
plimentary about it. But in a society where 
woman would be a free human being, 
where neither through economic conditions 
nor fear of nicknames woman wouldn't be 
compelled to go husband hunting, then a 
man could regard it as a compliment when 
woman sought him as a mate. 

Another reason why women are. anxious 
to get a husband is the fact that women are 
not generally permitted to be true to their 
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love nature outside of marriage and remain 
in good standing. Although I don't think 
the modem woman has much respect for 
this convention, still the average woman, if 
she can't marry the man she loves, thinks 
it is safer to have a husband she don't love 
and be untrue to him than to be true to her 
love nature without the protection of a 
husband. 
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XVI 

The Modem Woman 

All these people who are always criticis- 
ing the modern woman and so-called flap- 
per, if they had a little sense of justice in 
them, would be ashamed of themselves. 
ISut as they have no sense of justice they 
are always ranting and tearing and fuming 
at the modem woman. 

Now, the modem woman is told that in- 
dependence is the slogan of the day. She 
is told she is supposed to make good in the 
industrial world, to assume new responsi- 
bilities that the women of the past did not 
have to face. 

Now do these people, who are always 
criticising the modem woman, think she 
will assume all these new responsibilities 
without also taking what goes with it by 
right, and that is, greater independence of 
thought and action. She is entitled to the 
new freedom through the new responsibili- 
ties that she has assumed. 

After all, what is the modem woman 
doing? All she does is to demand the free- 
dom of her own body and soul ; she is not 
infringing on any one else, she very seldom 
robs or murders or commits any real crime. 
All she demands is the complete freedom 
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of her own body and soul, and to that she 
is entitled. By assuming new responsibili- 
ties she has also earned new liberties, and 
what she has earned shall not be 'taken 
away from her! 

And, as Ellen Key puts it, ^'she has the 
right as an individual to the absolute right 
to believe, to feel, to think »and to act in 
her own way." 
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xvn 

If the Unchaste Man is Good Enough To Ba 

a Husband, Why Isn't the Unchaste 

Woman Good Enough To Be 

a Wife? 

You will sometimes hear people say, re- 
ferring to girls who lead gay lives and be- 
lieve in a good time, ''Oh« well, she may 
spread her wings for awhile and think she 
is better off than the old-fashioned girl who 
believes in the old-fashioned standard of 
morals, but you wait and see. The men 
may take her out and have a good time 
with her, but when it comes to selecting a 
wife they will seek the old-fashioned girl/' 

To people who speak that way I will say, 
maybe they know more about those things 
than I do. But, now listen carefully, be- 
cause I am going to say something you don't 
expect to hear, just suppose that this flap- 
per with the gay wings should answer in 
her own characteristic way, "What of it? 
If you can can along without me as a wife 
I guess I can get along without you as a 
husband. I earn my own living now and 
am not depending on you for support. And, 
as I see.jll you claim you are good enough 
to be a husband, although you have been a 
trifle gay with me at times, I claim I am 
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good enough to be your wife, although I 
was a trifle gay with you at times. And if 
you don't agree with me, your sense of jus- 
tice must be very deficient, and I know you 
men claim you have a higher sense of jus- 
tice than we women. And if we are too 
much discriminated against we may be 
compelled to organize in self-defense. 

''And as this society will not be a dull af- 
fair, and as you liked my company before 
you were married because it was gay, you 
will very likely seek us again, and we will 
return to the condition of 'the grandeur 
that was Greece and the glory that was 
Rome,' where the learned philosophers and 
wise statesmen spent their spare time in 
the company of the beautiful and accom- 
plished courtesan, while Hheir dull wives 
stayed home and took care of the kids. 
Holy gee, wouldn't that be awful!" 
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xvm 

Elinor Gljm and the Flapper 

I don't think Elinor Glyn likes the flapper 
as much as she would like to, and she has 
good reasons. The heroines of the novelist 
of the past all had one obsession, and that 
was their chastity. And although Elinor 
Glyn is a modem writer, she owes no small 
part of her success to the novels in which 
her heroines show traits of the same obses- 
sion. Not that her heroines are always 
chaste, far from it, but they are always 
worrying about it. They worry when they 
are chaste and they worry when they are 
not chaste. 

Now, the modem woman is not given to 
obsessions; she is too well balanced. She 
has seen too much of life and is more able 
to give due credit to all qualities without 
exaggerating one at the expense of the 
others. 

Now as the modem woman is so different 
from the heroines in her novels, Elinor Glyn 
finds it hard to adjust herself to this new 
point of view. 

Now there is nothing that so flatters a 
man as that a woman is obsessed by her 
chastity, and Elinor Glyn owes no small 
part of her success ot this flattery. 
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She is shrewd in the same sense that W. 
L. George is shrewd; they both penetrate 
just deep enough into a woman's nature to 
analyze those little weaknesses and cattish 
ways that is the result of the oppressions 
and restrictions of society. Now, as this 
society is man made, this interpretation of 
woman is naturally very flattering to man, 
and both Elinor Glyn and W. L. George 
pander to this taste. 
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W. L. George 

There is another modem writer that is 
given credit for knowing a great deal about 
women. I refer to W. L. George. Mr. 
George, to a certain extent, has penetrated 
beneath a woman's surface, but he never 
gets deeper than just beneath the surface. 

Now, when Mr. George first penetrated 
beneath a woman's surface he came face 
to face with a lot of little cattish moods and 
petty byways into which woman had taken 
refuge to escape the unbearable restric- 
tions and repressions of artificial society. 

Now, Mr. George makes the common mis- 
take of taking this temporary refuge of 
woman for the woman herself. The way 
Mr. George delves and digs amongst her 
little cattish ways is enough to lead you to 
believe that the reason he doesn't pene- 
trate further is that he is afraid he would 
find a creature he could not measure up to. 
So he prefers this cattish creature so he 
doesn't have to reach so high to get her ; in 
fact, he can even pose as her superior. 
That, after all, is a very common ailment 
and can be excused. 

I hope Mr. George won't take offence 
over my method of psychoanalyzing his 
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method of psychoanalyzing woman. After 
Mr. George has been so liberal in showing 
us all there is to woman, known and un- 
known, and woman has been equally lib- 
eral in not resenting it, I don't think I go 
beyond fair play when I ask Mr. George to 
be liberal enough not to resent what I say. 
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XX 

Hmniliating Women 

All people who are able to think deeply 
will notice what seems to be an organized 
conspiracy to humiliate woman. I think 
the outer layer of the reason why they thus 
humiliate woman is because they fear a 
woman's power if she was not thus humili* 
ated. But the inner and real reason is that 
you cannot thwart a natural law without in- 
jury and perversion. I will explain it in 
this way : In Nature the male always seeks 
and pursues the female, but under the mar- 
riage institution this law has been some- 
what reversed in this way — ^in the past 
when nearly all means of making a living 
was closed to woman she was compelled to 
throw herself into a man's arms as a means 
of getting a provider. 

Now you cannot thwart natural law 
without injury, and you cannot thwart this 
natural law for any length of time without 
this injury, which is a cheapening of womai^ 
and a loss of virilily in man. 

Now, subconsciously both men and 
women resent the thwarting of this natural 
law, and also both subconsciously sense the 
results of the thwarting of this law, and 
man resents woman's acquired cheapeness, 
and woman resents his loss of virility. So 
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as a reaction to woman's apparent cheap- 
ness man tries to humiliate her, and woman^ 
as a reaction against man's lack of virility, 
becomes petty and cattish, besides often 
taking delight in humiliating other women 
and herself. 

Now Nature always has a reason for 
everything she does, and when she made 
the female of the species shy and elusive 
around the male there was a good reason, 
and that reason was that by making the fe- 
male of the species shy and elusive she 
made the male more aggressive, and 
through his aggressiveness he became more 
virile. 
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XXI 
WoDi«i in JaOs 

Undoubtedly one reason why they rail- 
road women to jails and reformatories, 
while her male partner in the deed goes 
free, is the fact they are afraid if they 
don't there will grow up a class of women 
similar to what existed in Greece. I refer 
to that class of women that existed in 
Greece when its civilization was at its 
height, who were unwed, but by no means 
a virgin, and yet received the respect of the 
nation and its people. This class of women 
existed in Greece when its civilization was 
at its height. 

During that period Greece produced its 
wisest philosophers and art flourished to 
an extent that has never been surpassed, 
besides its people being the most perfect 
physical specimen the world has ever 
known. 

So in face of this fact people don't have 
to worry that the world will come to an 
end just because woman is not so straight- 
laced. 

To people who say that the fall of Greece 
was brought about by this state of affairs, 
I wish to say the fall of Greece, same as 
that of Rome, was brought about by Chris- 
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tianity, which set about to undermine their 
institutions so as to be able to set up their 
own system in place of paganism, and by 
the invasion of savages who, through super- 
ior numbers and brute force, laid Greece 
and Rome low. The same thing has hap- 
pened to other civilizations in the past and 
probably will happen in the future. But 
for heaven's sake, don't always blame the 
women when something goes wrong. 

Thinking women are getting a little 
tired of always b^Mig blamed for every- 
thing that goe8^*^9^ from Adam eating 
the apple to the fall of civilization, so have 
a heait! 
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XXII 

Is Man Superior to Woman? 

Is man superior to woman ? seems to be 
a very important question at this time when 
woman is making such headway in all lines. 
In analyzing this question I have come to 
this conclusion : That man is woman's su- 
perior in physical strength is an undisput- 
able fact. Now, leaving out all exceptions, 
I should say that in the majori^ of cases 
men's minds, up to the present time, has 
had more strength and stamina than wom- 
en's. The reason for this is that because 
man has more physical strength he also has 
a corresponding mental strength. 

But the one fundamental outstanding 
reason is that men's minds have been fed 
on fact, and women's minds have been fed 
on illusion. Now, everything grows from 
what it feeds upon. Consequently, if a 
woman's mind was always fed on illusion 
she could not get a sturdy mind. 

A mind fed on illusion is bound to be* 
come flimsy. Now that is just what a wom- 
an's mind has been in the past — flimsy» 
same as their flimsy lace petticoats and lace 
handkerchiefs. Their minds were also 
flimsy and made of lace and was not made 
to hold facts. How could it if it had never 
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been fed on facts? It had been fed on il- 
lusion and, same as their bodies was be- 
decked in flimsy garments, their minds 
were fed on flimsy illusion. 

Everything is pointing to the fact that 
woman is tired of illusion. She demands 
facts. 

Now after a woman's mind has been 
fed on facts for a while, we may begin to 
expect results. 

Another question is this: Are women 
more moral than men ? I think up till the 
present time men have been more clean- 
minded than women. I think man is more 
healthily natural in the sexual relation. 
He is more direct, like the animals. He 
doesn't go into so many by-paths as the 
woman in the sexual relation. Man is 
nearer Nature and therefore less obscene 
than woman. 

Woman is more calculating in the love 
game; she seeks many by-paths and by- 
ways in getting there. That is why women 
devour love stories. That is one of their 
by-paths — ^that transforms their love life 
from reality into the book, another result 
of their minds being fed on illusion. 

In the book their love life is an illusion, 
not a reality, and they find satisfaction in it. 
That is why a woman's mind is more ob- 
scene than a man's. 

Woman enters the love game not in a 
direct way but in an indirect way, which 
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is natural enough, but through that very 
thing she can get lost in by-paths, and 
from there into morbid states of mind. 

Now, an obscene mind is a morbid state 
of mind. A morbid state of mind will al- 
ways elaborate on details. It is here a 
woman's danger lies. She elaborates so 
on details she never gets the whole. This 
is all a result of a woman's wrong training. 

When woman demands to be educated 
on facts all this cobweb illusion will be 
swept away and woman's eyes will be 
opened and she will see everything God 
has made, and see that it is good. 'Tor 
there is nothing evil ; only thinking makes 
it so." 
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XXIII 

The Woman Prude 

Because religion and custom have always 
emphasized modesty and chastity in woman 
at the expense of all her other qualities, 
she has evolved a certain prudish outlook 
which narrows her vision and prevents her 
from enjoying life to the full, which she 
would have done if she hadn't been thus 
cramped and stunted. A woman will have 
to overcome this narrow, prudish outlook 
before she can become a citizen of the new 
era and be a fit mate to the superman of 
the future, whose vision will not be nar- 
rowed by prudishness or Puritanism. 

But, in spontaneous appreciation of Na- 
ture, tver will say, with Marcus Aurelius : 
''Everything is harmonious to me that is 
harmonious to thee, O universe! Nothing 
for me is too early or too late that's in due 
time for thee! Everything is fruit to me 
that thy seasons bring, O Nature I In thee 
are all things, from thee are all things, and 
to thee all things return!" 
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XXIV 
Our Ideals of Woman 

Our ideals of woman are yet too plebian ; 
she is looked upon too much in the light of 
utility. The marriage institution regards 
woman too much in the light of something 
to be utilized for breeding purposes. Slaves 
were always looked upon as creatures of 
utility. They did not live for themselves, 
they only livid for others. We still regard 
women in much the same light. Your au-^ 
tomobile is only an instrument of utility, 
it doesn't exist for itself, it only exists for 
others. 

All property is utility, it has no inde- 
pendent existence, but before a human 
being can become free he must know he has 
a right to live in his own right and not as a 
utility. Woman must be able to raise her- 
self above this plebian ideal into a higher, 
more free atmosphere, and when she has 
raised herself into this higher atmosphere 
we can safely leave it to her woman's heart, 
her woman's nature^and her woman's in- 
tuition^ to give herself freely and gencft* 
ously. For as there is no freedom until you 
demand to live life in your own right, so 
there is no freedom until you know that 
you are one with all nature, and ''what you 
do for others you do for yourself/' 
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XXV 

Woman and Submission 

Marriage may have benefited woman in 
many things, but it has done her one great 
harm — ^it has cheapened her to herself by 
being reduced from her proud, independent 
state she held in Nature to the submissive 
position she occupies in society. 

Now the female of the species has many 
qualities, but submission is not one of them. 
Submission is an artificially acquired trait. 
You don't find any submission in the female 
of the species in the animal kingdom. There 
is nothing submissive in the tigress, nor the 
birds of the air, nor any other animal. 

Most females in Nature yield only to the 
male after capture. There is nothing sub- 
missive in that. She is shy, independent, 
proud, elusive by turns, but she is never 
submissive, and this submission to letting 
herself be used as a means to an end has 
cheapened woman both to herself and to 
man. 

Now, under the marriage institution 
woman is regarded too much in the light 
of a creature to be utilized for breeding 
purposes. That's why so much stress was 
placed on chastity in woman, so she should 
not use up any of her energy for herself. 
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but give it all in the service of the race. 
That is why self-sacrifice is emphasized as 
a special virtue of woman, because that po- 
sition called for a lot of self-sacrifice. 

Egotism is always pictured as an unde- 
sirable quality, because egotism means that 
you also have a right to live for yourself as 
well as for others. And in this ideal of 
woman they denied her this right. 

Now that's where the selfishness of their 
demands is shown up, because woman, 
same as other free human beings, lives for 
herself as well as for others. 

Now to be always regarded in the light 
of being utilized for something is cheapen- 
ing and degrading. That's why Christian- 
ity has immensely degraded woman by al- 
ways emphasizing those qualities in her 
through which she could be utilized, at the 
expense of those qualities through which 
she lives for herself. They thereby reduced 
her to the same level as property and slave, 
for neither slave nor property exists for it- 
self, but only for others, where a free hu- 
man being exists both for himself and 
others. 

Now when woman submitted to this arti- 
ficial ideal grafted upon her by a calculat- 
ing priesthood and society, she cheapened 
herself both to others and to herself, by 
being reduced from the position she held 
in Nature of existing both for herself and 
for others, to a position of property and 
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slave that has no independent existence^ but 
exists for others. 

This artificial and acquired trait of sub- 
mission has robbed woman of much of that 
bloom of fascinating mysteriousness that 
Nature envelopes the female as a means of 
leading everything forward. And, to quote 
Goethe, ''the eternal feminine leads us ever 
upward and on/' 

You can not lead anything upwards or 
forward by submission. Submission is a de- 
testable quality no matter where you find 
it ; it is a slave quality ; slaves were always 
compelled to be submissive, but a free hu- 
man being has no place for submission. 

A woman must be able to overthrow this 
acquired trait of submission that society 
has grafted upon her and raise herself back 
into the spontaneous independence of na- 
ture, before she can call herself a free hu- 
man being. In the female of the species in 
the animal kingdom there is always a 
healthy spirit of resistance. This good na- 
tured resistance is what preserves her love 
of independence. 

Now it is this spineless yielding without 
resistance to all the insults heaped upon 
her by society, that has degraded women 
and accounts for that spineless flabbiness 
which is such an outstanding characteristic 
of so many women of so-called civilized 
society. 
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When women know that a healthy resifik 
tance is necessary to preserve virility in 
both herself and otherS|She must say yes 
to Nature, and yes to man, but she must not 
be submissive to Nkture or to man. For 
there is no submission in Nature, but a 
healthy resistance, which preserves virility 
and balance between opposing forces, and 
blends them into one through mutual at- 
traction. 
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XXVI 

Woman and CareMing 

Caressing is more necessary to women 
in the love game than it is to men. To a 
man it is often nothing but a means to an 
end, that end being the sexual act. That's 
why the period of wooing is so sweet to 
women, as this is the period when she can 
hold him off and coax those little attentions 
and caresses that she doesn't get after she 
is won. 

A woman craves caresses just as much 
after she is married as before, but a man, 
to whom caressing is often only a means to 
an end, regards caressing after marriage as 
quite unnecessary, unless he is very much 
in love, and very anxious to please her, and 
that is why most women suffer a great deal 
from a man's crude misunderstanding of 
her nature in this respect. 

Men don't understand why women cling 
to them most just when they loosen their 
hold, and they look upon it as a nuisance. 
But this is the voice of the generations 
speaking through her, for fear of the con- 
sequence of the sexual act. This clinging 
is the pleading for support to the conse- 
quence of the sexual act. 



WOMAN'S ORIGINAL NATURE 71 

XXVII 

MAXIMS 

Intellectual Audacity 

That particular thing about Mrs. Asquith 
that constitutes her originality is her intel- 
lectual audacity. 

Now intellectual audacity is always ex- 
hilarating, and that is just what Mrs. As- 
quith is — exhilarating. 

Intellectual audacity is to have the cour- 
age to say what you think, in your own 
way, to have too much respect for your own 
inner authority to let it be toned down by 
outside convention. 

A person who possesses intellectual au- 
dacity is always a thoroughbred, for a 
thoroughbred is a person who has respect 
for inner authority. 



Woman's Honor 

In the past a woman's honor was her 
chastity, but as women are getting more 
broad-minded her conception of honor will 
also become more broad. 

And women will soon come to the conclu- 
sion that the only honor worthy of the name 
is to do justice and think truth. 
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Of all the jokes society has played on 
woman I think the one that marriage was 
bivented for her benefit must take the first 
prize. 

For to any one who has the courage to 
think straight and the intellectual honesty 
to admit what they find will know that 
marriage was invented, firstly, because it 
lessened man's struggle for a mate; and, 
secondly, because it insured a man a chaste 
mother to his children. 

So it was not so much a woman's welfare 
that was sought in the marriage institution 
as man's. 



It would be hard to find a man so un- 
attractive that he couldn't find a woman to 
love in marriage. And it would be hard 
to find a woman so unattractive she couldn't 
get a man to love outside of marriage. 

A man hesitates in taking a woman in 
marriage because he is afraid of the re- 
sponsibilities. A woman hesitates in taking 
a man outside of marriage because she is 
afraid of the consequences. 



Most men resent granting sexual liberty 
to women on the same terms that they en- 
joy it. 

This appears strange in face of the fact 
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that men always boast of the fact that they 
have a keener sense of justice than women. 
But it is not just to want something for 
yourself that you don't want to give others 
on the same terms. 



There is one particular thing in which 
women excel men, and that is in her ca- 

Eacity to swallow insults and ridicule. The 
isults and ridicule she will swallow and 
still remain unruffled and serene is quite 
remarkable. 

And here is a thought that has been teas- 
ing me of late, and I will put it down in the 
same teasing way : Woman resembles truth 
In this way — no matter how much abuse 
and insults you heap upon her she remains 
just as firmly rooted, just as calm. But 
man seem to resemble error in this, that 
if you heap ridicule upon him he gets shot 
full of holes. 



The injustice of society's values becomes 
apparent when we begin to analyze them. 
For instance, the sexual moral code be- 
tween the sexes. In face of the fact that 
society has set marriage as the price a man 
should pay to possess a woman, yet if a 
man succeeds in getting a woman without 
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paying that price, society heaps all the cen- 
sure upon the woman. 

If a person takes something that has been 
set a price upon without paying that price, 
that person becomes a thief. According 
to that, when a man takes a woman with- 
out paying the price society has set upon 
her, he becomes a thief. But what I want 
to know is : Why should you punish the one 
that had been stolen from instead of the 
one that did the stealing? 



Women, after the wedding day, will 
usually contemplate themselves with a sort 
of humiliated satisfaction that they are for- 
ever separated from the dread nickname 
of "old maid," by which calculating society 
compels women to reverse the laws of Na- 
ture and go man hunting. She thinks so- 
ciety ought to congratulate her for having 
caught her man. But often, after taking 
a look at what she has caught you feel the 
"old maid" deserves credit for being more 
particular. 



What a cheap and pathetic figure is a 
woman in the role of husband hunter. 



Now that woman's status is changing so 
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rapidly there is naturally a lot of people 
who are anxious to get her fitted into some 
new order as quickly as possible. But let 
me give them this warning: these people 
better not think that woman will be satis- 
fied with anything less than justice in this 
new order. They must not think they can 
hand her a little slovenly charity and a 
few privileges as an excuse for cheating 
her of justice. 

No. What woman will demand in the 
future is a square deal — ^nothing more and 
nothing less. For the era of justice is at 
hand, and in this woman will be included. 



Free Lore 



I have no doubt some men think free 
love has some very good points in its favor. 
A man could pick out a woman almost any 
day without any responsibilities attached 
to it, but what he forgets is that under free 
love, where a woman don't have to fear the 
title of ''old maid" being attached to her 
name she will be more particular what man 
she accepts. And a man would have to 
make more effort to please her than he 
would have to under the institution of mar- 
riage, where a woman, to escape being 
called ''old maid," will accept almost any- 
thing that resembles a man. 
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A man who thinks the only thing in 
woman worthy of respect is her chastity^ 
such a man's respect is not worth having. 



Yon will find that the pet grievance of 
the Church has always been woman. 

At her they always hurl their abuses — 
woman's dress is immodest; her behavior is 
indecent; she should not practice birth 
control. 

All through the centuries those who Walt 
Whitman calls the bat-eyed priests have 
had their eyes glued on woman, for they 
knew if they lost their power over woman 
that would be the beginning of the end of 
their creed. 



Women are getting too broad-minded to 
appreciate being respected only for their 
chasti^. 



A Mediocre man always likes to be bol- 
stered up by public opinion in his admira- 
tion of woman. 

If other men desire the woman he loves 
his desire is intensified, but when this par- 
ticular kind of temperament is analyzed it 
simply points to the fact that the man is 
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too weak-minded to trust his own judgment, 
and is by no means an independent thinker. 

For to be an independent thinker is to 
have the courage of your own convictions, 
regardless of what other people think or 
say. 



A woman who decides to be a mother, 
yet claims she can get along very well with- 
out a man's love is a very unnatural being. 
To be concerned only with breeding is all 
right for an animal, but a woman who can 
be satisfied to give up the joys of being 
wooed and won, the joys of being a sweet- 
heart and having a sweetheart to be merely 
a breeder, is cheating herself and cheating 
the father of her children, and somehow 
you feel she is not living up to her reputa- 
tion as a human being. 
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